
 

 

Global respiratory groups join WHO, calling on world leaders to act on the 
commitments made to end TB.  
For Immediate Release 

Cape Town, Nairobi – In support of World TB Day, 24 March, the Forum of International Respiratory Societies 
(FIRS), of which the Pan African Thoracic Society is a founding member, joins the World Health Organisation 
(WHO) campaign urging governments to act on the commitments made to end TB. 

 

TB remains one of the world’s deadliest infectious killers. According to the WHO each day, nearly 4000 lose 
their lives to TB and close to 28,000 people fall ill with this preventable and curable disease, this equates to 
1.5 million deaths and 10 million people falling ill to TB each year. The Africa region accounted for 547,000 TB 
deaths and 25% of those who developed TB in 2019. 

 

Despite significant progress against TB in recent years, 3 million people with TB disease are still undiagnosed. 1 
in 3 people with TB do not access quality care for reasons ranging from gaps in research and development and 
insufficient or underfunded health services, to long and difficult treatments or because of stigma. In addition, 
a quarter of the world’s population is estimated to be living with TB infection, the bacteria that causes the 
disease. People with TB infection are estimated to have a 5-10 percent chance of developing the disease over 
their lifetime but TB preventive therapy reduces a person’s risk of developing active TB by 60 to 90 percent.  

 

To achieve the Sustainable Development Goals targets and the United Nations High-Level Meeting 
commitments by 2030 and 2022 respectively, governments must accelerate their investments and actions to 
ensure access to quality TB prevention and care. 

 

FIRS calls for urgent action to advance TB prevention through rapid scale up of access to preventive treatment 
for TB infection for those most at risk of falling ill of TB including: 

• Four million children under five years of age 
• 20 million other household contacts of people affected by TB 
• Six million people living with HIV and AIDS. 



 

 

 

“Time is running out. Globally, we are falling short of the target to provide at least 30 million people with TB 
preventive treatment by 2022.” said Mark Cohen, President of FIRS. “We are at a critical time, as we continue 
to battle the COVID-19 pandemic, we cannot put End TB progress at risk.” 

 

The COVID-19 pandemic has made the world aware of how deadly respiratory viruses can be. We have seen 
how public health and political will can be mobilised quickly and it’s time for us to treat TB as the emergency 
that it is. 

Find out more about the WHO 2021 World TB Day campaign.  
 
About the Forum of International Respiratory Societies (FIRS) 
The Forum of International Respiratory Societies (FIRS) is an organisation comprised of the world's leading 
international respiratory societies working together to improve lung health globally: American College of 
Chest Physicians (CHEST), American Thoracic Society (ATS), Asian Pacific Society of Respirology (APSR), 
Asociación Latino Americana De Tórax (ALAT), European Respiratory Society (ERS), International Union 
Against Tuberculosis and Lung Diseases (The Union), Pan African Thoracic Society (PATS), Global Initiative 
for Asthma (GINA), and the Global Initiative for Chronic Obstructive Lung Disease (GOLD).  
 
The goal of FIRS is to unify and enhance efforts to improve lung health through the combined work of its 
more than 100,000 members globally. 
 
For more information about FIRS please contact Lisa Roscoe lisa.roscoe@firsnet.org.  
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